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BALMORAL is a small ridge top village located at the northern extremity of the Shire.  Most 
development is located on a relatively narrow ridge in a semi cleared rural/bushland 
landscape.  The landform then falls away to sloping gullies that drain to the Bargo River 
catchment in the east, and to the Burragorang catchment to the west.  The gullies are 
densely vegetated with indigenous forests, which in parts, run through to the village 
perimeter.  Some ‘fingers’ of natural bushland do extend into the village ‘core’. 
 
The village is dissected by Wilson Drive and Railway Parade that run either side of and 
parallel to the Mittagong-Picton Loop Line, that follows the north-south running ridgeline.  
This road/rail corridor is filled with a mix of regenerating remnant eucalypts and some pines.  
The rail line is only used for recreation purposes associated with the Thirlmere Railway 
Museum. 
 
The approaches to the village along Wilson Drive have a rural-residential character with 
generally a 2 hectare subdivision pattern.  Most of the smaller allotments are located on the 
eastern side of the Railway line fronting the Railway Parade.  Some larger rural residential 
allotments are located further to the east. There are intermittent views from certain vantage 
points to densely vegetated ridgelines in the distance.  Heavily vegetated gullies separate 
these ‘flanking’ ridges from Balmoral itself. 
 
Overall, Balmoral has a ‘relaxed and casual’ atmosphere with a distinctive semi-bushland 
character.  The Bargo state Recreation Area and the Nattai National Park (Nattai 
Wilderness) lay directly west of the village. 

 
Community Profile  
 
The 2011 census records a population for Balmoral of 313 persons comprising 172 males 
and 141 females.  The largest age group represented is the 35-59 years being 47% of the 
resident population. Only 56% of residents were at their same residential address five years 
previously.  179 were elsewhere within Wingecarribee while a further 411 were elsewhere in 
NSW beyond Wingecarribee.   

 
Land Use Profile   
 
The Balmoral urban area is contained within the red boundary shown on Map 3 following. 
The colours represent the zonings within the village at the time of printing.  Balmoral 
contains only two zones - R2 Low Density Residential (dark pink) and R5 Large Lot 
Residential (pale pink) in roughly equal measure, together with some public recreation zoned 
land. (green).   
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Balmoral Boundary and Zoning 
 

 

 
Residential Lot Capacity 
 
Council’s estimate of vacant land potential as at 2012 indicates there is the potential for a 
further 44 dwellings in the Balmoral residential zone, representing a potential growth in 
dwelling supply of almost 70% within the village without any variation to current residential 
zones or minimum lot sizes.  
 

Balmoral 

Property Type  Total 

Vacant Single Lots  16 

Vacant Multiple Lots  15 

Occupied Single Lots  1 

Occupied Multiple Lots  12 

Dual Occupancy  0 

Total Potential  44 

Existing Dwellings  63 

Potential + Existing Total  107 
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Development Control Plans (DCPs) 
 
Specific development controls for Balmoral are contained within the Northern Villages DCP. 
For development controls on rural and environmental land surrounding the Balmoral urban 
area, the Rural Lands DCP covers land zoned RU1 Primary Production, RU2 Rural 
Landscape and E3 Environmental Management.  The Rural Living DCP covers land zoned 
RU4 Primary Production Small Lots and E4 Environmental Living.  A review of all DCPs will 
occur during 2016 and Balmoral property owners will have the opportunity to contribute to 
that review. 
 
Local Planning Strategy Workshop 
 
During 2010 and 2011 and series of workshops was held across the Shire involving all towns 
and villages.   The purpose of the workshops was to obtain feedback from participants as to 
what they considered to be the current Strengths and Weaknesses of their locality and what 
they perceived to be the main Opportunities and Threats for the future.  This type of analysis 
is known by the acronym SWOT.   
 
A Local Planning Strategy workshop was held in the Balmoral Community Hall on 15 
November 2010 attended by some 14 property owners.  The table below summarises the 
key comments.  Some comments may appear inconsistent, but are included to reflect the full 
range of opinions expressed. Council appreciates the contribution made by all workshop 
participants.   
 

KEY ISSUE 
 

CONSIDERATIONS

STRENGTHS  
Community.  
 

 Community Spirit (3) 

Surrounds and Ambience.  Bush 
 Isolation 

WEAKNESSES  
Facilities, Infrastructure & 
Access 

 Lack of infrastructure (3) 
 Poor Public Transport (2) 
 Lack of Services 
 No Community Refuge for Bushfire  
 No Evacuation Routes 
 Lack of Facilities/Community Space 
 Road Safety 
 Condition of Roads 
 No area to pull off road 
 Waste Disposal Services 
 Lack of Recreation / Sporting Fields 
 Lack of Open Space 
 

Community  Seems like rates are not spent in the village 
 Rubbish 
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KEY ISSUE 
 

CONSIDERATIONS

Surrounds and Ambience.  No Park in Village 
 Decrease in population 
 Illegal dumping 
 Bush – Trail bikes 

 
OPPORTUNITIES  
Surrounds and Ambience  Transition Town / Village 

 Bush - Eco Living,  
- B & B  
- Tourism 

 First Home Owners Area. 
 Development / Growth consistent with rural 

Setting 
 

Facilities, Infrastructure & 
Access. 

 Developing (creating) Community Open Space 
 Notice Board 
 Be part of Cycleway network 
 Open rail line for rail bus  

 
Community  Council / State Representation 

 Revert back to Ward Rep (representation) 
 

Environment.  Self Sustaining Community Garden 
 

THREATS  
Issues identified in order of 
perceived importance 
 

Supported by Comments Made 
 

The Threats to Balmoral number 
10 and were the third most 
important quality. 
 

A breakdown of the points against each characteristic 
are: 
Environment    (4) 
Surrounds & Ambience  (3) 
Facilities, Infrastructure & Access (2) 
Community    (1) 
 

The third Threat is to the 
Environment 

 Bushfire (3) 
 Rubbish 

The least Threat is to the 
Surrounds and Ambience 

 Inappropriate Development 
 Unapproved Development 
 Proximity to Large Population Centre 

 
The greatest Threat is in 
Facilities, Infrastructure & 
Access 

 Do not open rail line for heavy rail use 
 Being left behind in Maintenance / Infrastructure 

 
The second Threat is to the 
Community 

 Illegal activity 
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SWOT Analysis 
 
The greatest strength of the village was its sense of community.  A further strength was in 
the quality of the natural landscape with close access to nature reserves and natural parks.  
The greatest weakness was with regard to facilities, infrastructure and access, particularly 
lack of transport options and movement paths.  It does not appear to the community that its 
rates are being spent locally.  Opportunities to improve the village’s ambiance and surrounds 
were identified, particularly to reinforce the existing village atmosphere as well as improving 
parks and tourism opportunities. 


