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Keen eyed motorists travelling 
along the Illawarra Highway 
between Moss Vale and Sutton 
Forest may have noticed increased 
activity by the roadside.

For the past couple of months 
Council has been replacing the old 
cast iron trunk main. This water 
main is critical for the transfer of 
water between Exeter and Moss 
Vale but after 60 years of service 
was showing signs of aging.

In the middle of the year Council 
began replacing the old 300mm 
cast iron pipe with a modern 
375mm polyethylene pipe. Not 
only is this new pipe larger and 
capable of greater capacity, it’s 
also lighter and easier to transport. 
And with fewer joins, it’s less likely 
to leak or fault.

Once completed the new trunk 
main will ensure fresh, clean water 

is maintained and water pressure 
and flow improved.

A total of 2.7-kilometres of pipeline 
will be replaced along the Sutton 
Forest trunk main by year’s end.

The project is also great news for 
our Shire’s economy as the pipes 
were all sourced from Cromford 
Pipes in Moss Vale.

Water main replacement for Sutton Forest

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW: Water main renewal works in Sutton Forest



This year’s Southern Highlands 
Arts Trail is shaping up to be the 
biggest and best yet with over 80 
artists set to feature.

Held over the first two weekends of 
November, the trail offers visitors a 
rare opportunity to go behind the 
studio doors of some of our Shire’s 
most talented artists.

Council’s Cultural Development 
Officer Erin Adams said the 2020 
trail would feature both new and 
returning artists.

“The Highlands has long been 
home to many wonderful artists 
and this year we’re thrilled to 
welcome 13 new studios to the 
trail,” she said. 

Mediums on display will include 
traditional and contemporary 
painting, etching, ceramics, 
woodwork, textiles, photography, 
sculpture, printmaking and 
jewellery.

“We believe the trail will provide 
the perfect ‘pick-me-up’ following 
the past few months.”

All studios will be observing 
social distancing and COVID-safe 
practices.

The Southern Highlands Arts Trail 
will be held over the weekends 
of 7 - 8 November and 14 - 15 
November from 10am to 5pm.

New for this year is the option 
for visitors to book a one-on-one 
appointment with participating 
artists between the 9 and 13 
November 2020.

Also coinciding with this year’s 
Arts Trail will be a series of ‘mini’ 
events whereby studios will host 
intimate gatherings and share 
some creative secrets of their 
resident artists.

For more information visit  
artsfile.com.au or contact Erin 
on 4868 0888.

Southern Highlands Arts Trail

Springtime may herald new blooms but for much of 
our native birdlife it also signals the start of nesting 
season.

Adult magpies, plovers and even ducks can become 
more aggressive than usual as their new season young 
hatch.

Council’s Environmental Projects Officer Patrick Tegart 
says surviving the swooping season needn’t be a 
nightmare.

“Swooping, rushing and screeching are natural 
behaviours for many of our native birds when 
springtime rolls around,” he said. “The birds are simply 
trying to shield their young from perceived threats to 
the nest.”

Nesting season takes place during the spring months 
with swooping attacks typically peaking during 
September.

For more information, including tips to avoid 
airborne raids visit wsc.nsw.gov.au/magpies.

Beware the black and white bombers

ALL SMILES: Council’s Cultural Development Officer Erin Adams (right) with local arts 
enthusiasts Rosanne Kelly (left) and Robyn Ivey (centre) on the 2019 trail
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• Church Road Playing Fields, 
Moss Vale 
Amenities building upgrade

• Illawarra Highway, Sutton 
Forest 
Watermain renewals

• Mittagong Train Station 
Commuter carpark design 
and construction

• Bowral Cemetery 
Cemetery expansion

• Hampden Park, Robertson 
Bridge construction

• Glebe Street, Bowral 
Car parking and drainage 
construction 

• Lackey Park, Moss Vale 
Sewer pumping station 
upgrade

Find out more about Council’s 
current and future works 
including water and sewerage 
improvements at  
wsc.nsw.gov.au/road-closures

Upcoming 
Works

Nominations are now open for the 
Shire’s 2021 Australia Day Citizen 
and Young Citizen of the Year 
awards.

The awards are an opportunity to 
recognise the efforts of residents 
who have made a significant 
contribution to the Wingecarribee 
Shire community.

The Young Citizen Award is open to 
people who are aged 25 years or 
younger. 

All nominees must reside in 
the Wingecarribee Shire and 
nominations close on Friday 4 
December 2020.

For further information 
about Wingecarribee Shire’s 
Australia Day Citizen Awards 
contact Council’s Australia Day 
Coordinator on 4868 0719 or 
visit Council’s website at  
wsc.nsw.gov.au/australia-day.

Australia Day nominations 
now open

Due to the uncertainty surrounding 
future public gatherings, the 
NSW Office of Local Government 
has postponed this year’s Local 
Government Elections until 2021.

Wingecarribee Shire’s rescheduled 
Local Government Elections will 
now be held on 4 September 2021.

Following the rescheduling of the 
Local Government Elections to 
next year, we’ll then revert to the 
normal schedule with the following 
elections to be held in 2024.

For further information about 
becoming a councillor, visit 
the NSW Electoral Commission 
website at elections.nsw.gov.au.

Postponement of 
Local Government Elections
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Dob in a dirt bag
Dodgy dirt dealers offering ‘clean 
free fill’ are targeting the Southern 
Highlands with contaminated 
construction waste.

To make matters worse, even if you 
innocently accept the fill, you could 
be left with a hefty clean-up bill.

Keep an eye out for suspicious or 
unmarked large multiple truck 
movements entering our Shire 
from the motorway.

To dob in a dirt bag, visit  
wsc.nsw.gov.au/stop-the-trucks 
or phone Council on 4868 0888.



Residents wanting to help restore the Shire’s native 
bushland need look no further than their own 
backyard following the unveiling of two Council-led 
environmental initiatives.

Council’s Environment Officer Margot Law explained 
how the Land for Wildlife and Habitat for Wildlife programs 
could help regenerate our Shire’s bushland in the wake 
of the ‘Black Summer’ bushfires.

“Last year over 64,000 hectares of our Shire’s 
bushland was burnt in the catastrophic bushfires,”  
she said.  

“Even though these fires caused widespread 
destruction our bushland is already showing 
encouraging signs of regeneration.”

Margot suggested residents wanting to help restore 
native bushland on their own property could consider 
joining either of the two private land conservation 
programs.

“The Land for Wildlife program is aimed at rural 
landholders with at least half a hectare of bushland 
burnt in the bushfires,” Margot said.

Under the Land for Wildlife program participants will 
receive a free property visit and report from an expert 
ecologist.

Eligible participants will also have access to a range 
of mapping products, receive assistance with grant 
applications, signage and a $50 native plant voucher.

“Our Habitat for Wildlife program on the other hand is 
designed for residents of our towns and villages who 
lost their gardens to the fires.”

Habitat for Wildlife participants will also receive a 
native plant voucher, backyard planting guide, sign 
and regular e-newsletter.

Margot said the two schemes catered to bushfire-
affected property and landowners regardless of their 
land size.

“It doesn’t matter if you live on a small residential 
block or large bushland acreage,” she said. “Both 
programs are designed to help bushfire-affected land 
continue to heal and encourage native wildlife back to 
the property.”

Residents wishing to participate can apply online 
at yoursaywingecarribee.com.au/bushfire-land-
conservation.  

Applications for both programs close 31 December 
2020.

For more information on either the Land for Wildlife 
or Habitat for Wildlife programs phone Council’s 
Environment Team on phone 4868 0888.

Providing a helping hand to our bushland
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Both programs are designed to 
help bushfire-affected land  
continue to heal

“



Council is set to undertake 
major upgrades to the Southern 
Regional Livestock Exchange 
(SRLX) following the appointment 
of specialist contractor ProWay 
Livestock Equipment.

Works will include the demolition 
and replacement of the existing 
cattle loading ramps, holding 
pens and raised walkways and 
the installation of pneumatically 
operated yards for drafting cattle.  
New security cameras and an 
accessible lift will also be installed.

Wingecarribee Shire Mayor Duncan 
Gair said the upgrades would help 
drive more business through the 
Moss Vale-based facility.

“Council decided to upgrade our 
existing saleyard and animal 
handling facilities following 
consultation with our local stock 
and station agents and transport 
operators,” he said.  

“These upgrades will help increase 
trade, make the facility safer and 
improve animal welfare.”

ProWay Livestock Equipment are 
an Australian-based company 
specialising in the design, 
fabrication and installation of 
livestock handling equipment.  

The contract was awarded at  
a cost of $4.25 million with  
funding secured from the State  
 

Government’s Growing Local 
Economies Fund.

“I thank the former Member for 
Goulburn, Pru Goward for the 
work she did in advocating and 
supporting this project,” Mayor 
Gair said.  

“Once completed these upgrades 
will elevate the Moss Vale SRLX to 
one of the premier cattle saleyards 
in the state.”

Works are expected to begin in 
late 2020 and will be staged to 
minmise disruption to weekly 
sale operations. Construction will 
extend into mid-2021.  

Contract awarded for Saleyards upgrade

Helping keep streets safe

Endeavour Energy operates and maintains around 
200,000 streetlights throughout New South Wales.

By reporting broken or faulty streetlights you are 
helping to create and maintain a street lighting 
system that is reliable, energy efficient and safer for 
our community.

If you are aware of a faulty street light,  
report it to Endeavour Energy online at 
endeavourenergy.com.au or call 131 003.
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Connecting with Council

2020 has been a challenging year as we’ve all 
learnt to live with COVID-19. Until a vaccine 
becomes available, we must remain vigilant 
and continue to go about our lives in a 
COVID-19 safe way.

At Council we’ve registered a range of our facilities as part of the COVID Safe 
Program.  Under this program we’ve completed a COVID-19 Safety Plan and 
registered as a COVID Safe business with NSW Health.

Our key community facilities including our Civic Centre, Welcome Centre, 
Saleyards plus both Bowral and Mittagong libraries have all been registered 
to help keep our staff, customers and visitors safe.

For more information on the COVID Safe program visit  
nsw.gov.au/covid-19/covid-safe.

We remind everyone of the importance of practicing good hygiene, 
maintaining proper social distancing and staying home if feeling unwell.  

Remember, if have a confirmed case, you must isolate yourself to stop the 
virus spreading to others.

Together we will defeat this virus.

For the latest COVID-19 updates, advice, testing locations and 
restrictions, visit nsw.gov.au/covid-19.

Working with you

Garage Sale Trail 2020, the recovery edition, is coming to the Southern 
Highlands on Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 November. 

Council is an official supporter of the event and encourages households, 
schools, community groups and local businesses to participate. By doing 
so you’ll help divert valuable resources from landfill and make or save 
some money in the process.

With new ways to get involved, online and in-person, there’s something  
for everyone! 

Visit garagesaletrail.com.au/wingecarribee  
for more information.

Garage Sale Trail

Contact your 
Councillors
Clr Grahame Andrews
e: grahame.andrews@wsc.nsw.gov.au 
m: 0408 337 679

Clr Duncan Gair (Mayor)
e: duncan.gair@wsc.nsw.gov.au 
m: 0409 039 731

Clr Ken Halstead
e: ken.halstead@wsc.nsw.gov.au  
m: 0498 119 788

Clr Graham McLaughlin
e: graham.mclaughlin@wsc.nsw.gov.au 
m: 0408 244 915

Clr Peter Nelson
e: peter.nelson@wsc.nsw.gov.au 
m: 0408 486 884

Clr Ian Scandrett
e: ian.scandrett@wsc.nsw.gov.au 
m: 0418 296 161

Clr Garry Turland
e: garry.turland@wsc.nsw.gov.au 
m: 0408 371 759

Clr Larry Whipper
e: larry.whipper@wsc.nsw.gov.au 
m: 0407 932 922

02 4868 0888

mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au Civic Centre  
68 Elizabeth Street Moss Vale  
(8.30am - 4.30pm, weekdays)

Emergency after hours:  
4868 0888

PO Box 141  
Moss Vale NSW 2577


