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COUNCIL PROPOSES $219 MILLION 
INFRASTRUCTURE SPEND

In late April Councillors endorsed the draft 2018/19 
Operational Plan, Budget and Capital Works Program.

These documents detail Council’s immediate goals and 
the funding priorities we will commit to over the next 
twelve months.  

They list all of Council’s projected Capital Works jobs, 
Environmental Levy works and Special Rate Variation projects.  

It includes all the major projects we will tackle in the 
year ahead including the proposed Kirkham Road 
Reconstruction, Moss Vale Cemetery Masterplan, 
Bowral Cemetery improvements and an apprentice and 
traineeship program.

It also includes all the smaller jobs that we promise to 
undertake including community building repairs, footpath 
renewals, drainage and stormwater constructions, kerb 
and guttering works and bridge renewals. 

Some of the key figures from this year’s Budget include 
a record $219 million to be spent on infrastructure and 
renewal projects over the next four years.

Some of the highlights of the proposed spend include 
committing $62 million towards the upgrading of the 
Bowral and Moss Vale Sewage Treatment Plants, $59 
million on roads, bridges and footpaths, $21 million on 
community buildings and recreation areas, and a further 
$17 million on stormwater drainage works.

By the time this issue goes to print the draft 2018/19 
Operational Plan, Budget and Capital Works Program, 
which includes our proposed Fees and Charges, will have 
gone back to Council for final endorsement following a 
28-day public exhibition period.

To view all of these documents and learn what activities 
we’ll be undertaking this year, visit
www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/integrated-planning-and-reporting.
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To start borrowing, select Wingecarribee Public Library 
within the app and enter the library membership details 
found on your membership card. Patrons can borrow up 
to eight items at a time for up to two weeks or longer if 
loans are renewed.

“BorrowBox is well known for its user friendly interface 
and it is very straight-forward to install,” Ms Finlaison said. 
“But if you need help, pop into your local branch with 
your device or phone us to arrange a one-on-one Tech-
Time session.”

Wingecarribee Public Library has branches in Bowral, 
Mittagong and Moss Vale as well as the mobile library. 

Library membership is free for Shire residents.

For more information visit www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au or 
phone 1300 266 235.

BorrowBox now available from 
Council libraries
Keen readers can now access even more great books 
online with the introduction of Bolinda Digital’s 
BorrowBox at Council libraries. 

Customers can browse and borrow the latest e-books 
and e-audiobooks and download them direct to their 
computer or mobile device - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week!

Council’s Library Information Services Officer, Rebecca 
Finlaison, said the new service provides readers with 
immediate access to their favourite titles.

“BorrowBox allows our patrons to download great stories 
on the go,” she said.

“The service features the best of Australian and 
international authors with a wide variety of titles for 
readers of all ages and abilities.”

The BorrowBox app is free and available from the App Store 
and Google Play or from a link on the library website. 

GAME ON FOR STEPHENS PARK

Meet the team - Jason Player, Russell Endersby, Tom Hitchens 
and Bryce Moreland from Dobsonei Construction flank 
Council’s Project Manager Andrew Maskiell (centre) at the new 
amenities building.

The refurbished facilities include a new canteen and 
storeroom and total overhaul of the old amenities 
building which now includes change rooms, a referees 
room, accessible toilet and baby change room facilities.

The new complex was constructed after fire gutted the 
canteen and storeroom and was open in time for the start 
of this year’s soccer season.

“These new buildings are a huge asset for the Shire’s 
soccer and cricket associations and a welcome 
convenience for local sports fans and families,” the 
Mayor said. 

“I’d like to pay particular thanks to both the Bowral 
Football Club and the Highlands Cricket Association for 
their involvement in this project and acknowledge the 
patience they showed during construction.”

Apart from the involvement of Mittagong-based 
Dobsonei Construction, additional works were 
undertaken by contractors King Design Architects in 
Robertson, structural design by GP Designs in Moss Vale 
and stormwater construction by Shore Contracting
from Helensburgh.

The $480,000 dual-building construction project 
was financed via Council’s Special Rate Variation and 
Infrastructure Recovery Strategy funds.  

Stephens Park is located on Derby Street in Bowral.

Wingecarribee Shire Mayor Ken Halstead was recently 
treated to an onsite inspection of the newly refurbished 
Stephens Park amenities buildings in Bowral by some 
of the team responsible for the completed project.

On hand for the tour were staff from Dobsonei Construction 
who managed much of the physical construction works.

“What really impressed me was the fit and finish of the 
final job,” said the Mayor.  “Everyone involved with the 
project, from the Council staff through to the contractors, 
are to be commended for the end result.”

“What’s particularly pleasing is that Council was able to 
undertake the majority of these works using local trades 
and talent.”

E-NEWSLETTERS 
To have Council news and information delivered 
direct to your email inbox, register online at
www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/newsletters. 
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FREE BICYCLE WORKSHOPS AT RRC
If you don’t know the difference between a gooseneck 
and crank arm, a weekly bicycle repair workshop 
hosted at Council’s Resource Recovery Centre (RRC) 
may be the perfect course for you.

Every Wednesday volunteers from Bicycles for Change 
conduct a free hands-on bicycle maintenance workshop 
at the Council facility.

Bicycles for Change spokesperson Hans Radowitz said 
the one hour workshop covers a range of simple bicycle 
maintenance tips.

“We show participants how to re-fit a chain, change 
a tyre and other common quick fixes,” he said.  “And if 
someone has a particular issue or question regarding 
their bicycle, they can bring it along and we’ll do our 
best to help them.”

Unless prior notice is given, the one-hour workshops 
start at 10am each Wednesday at the Bicycles for Change 
compound located within the grounds of the RRC.

The Bicycle Repair Workshops are free to attend however 
numbers are strictly limited and RSVP’s are essential.  
Based on initial uptake more sessions on alternate days, 
including weekends, may be added to the schedule.

Phone Elizabeth at the RRC on phone 4868 0507 or email 
at elizabeth.guest@wsc.nsw.gov.au to confirm your place.

Mr Radowitz reminded residents that Bicycles for Change 
was still accepting pre-loved mountain bikes, wheelchairs 
and walkers.

“We estimate that since starting our repairs from the 
Resource Recovery Centre eight years ago we’ve restored 
and shipped over 2,000 bikes to southern Africa,” he said.

“All donated bikes are repaired on site and shipped to 
Namibia where they are used to help health care and 
education workers cover distances normally travelled 
by foot.”

Bicycles and wheelchairs can be dropped off free-of-
charge at the RRC during normal business hours.  The 
Resource Recovery Centre is located at 177 Berrima 
Road, Moss Vale.

Second-hand bikes and bicycle spares can often be found 
at the adjacent Reviva Centre also located within the 
grounds of the Resource Recovery Centre.

For more information visit bicyclesforchange.com or 
phone 4883 7262.

Bicycles for Change is a registered NSW charity and 
incorporated association staffed by volunteers.

Bob Clark and Hans Radowitz with the latest container 
load of bicycles

Colo Vale welcomes $625,000 
new fire station

Residents of our Shire’s northern villages will have even 
greater fire protection with the opening of the new 
Colo Vale Rural Fire Brigade Station.

Located on Council land on the corner of the Wilson 
Drive and Church Avenue in Colo Vale, the $625,000 
facility was opened on 12 May 2018 in readiness for this 
year’s bush fire season.

The brand new Station features three bays, meeting room, 
break out area and office along with cooking facilities.

Federal Member for Hume Angus Taylor, Member for 
Wollondilly Jai Rowell and NSW Rural Fire Service 
(NSW RFS) Senior Assistant Commissioner Bruce 
McDonald AFSM praised local brigade members at 
the official opening.

“These men and women remain on-hand 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week and we should be extremely 
proud and grateful for their contribution,” Senior 
Assistant Commissioner Bruce McDonald said.
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GLOSSIES IN THE MIST
Wingecarribee Shire Council has joined forces with 
the Office of Environment & Heritage (OEH) and 
community groups in launching a new program to 
protect the Glossy Black-Cockatoo.

Called Glossies in the Mist, the community-based program 
aims to identify key feeding trees favoured by the birds 
and map nesting hollows.

“The Glossy Black-Cockatoo really is a beautiful and 
charismatic bird,” said Council’s Environmental Projects 
Officer, Joe Stammers.

“However they’re classified as a vulnerable species and if 
we don’t help to protect their remaining habitat they face 
the very real prospect of extinction.

“Fortunately our region contains one of the last 
remaining vegetated corridors where these birds 
regularly feed and nest.”

Stretching between Bullio and Bungonia, the Great 
Western Wildlife Corridor is an important landscape 
connection for the Glossy Blacks and the only vegetated 
habitat corridor between the Southern Blue Mountains 
and Morton National Park.

Glossy Black-Cocktaoos are social birds and usually live 
in groups of 2 to 10.  They can be identified by their 
bulbous bill and prominent red tail.  The birds are often 
more brownish in colour than black and the females 
exhibit yellow patches around their head and neck.   

In addition to the online data gathering, the program 
will also offer on the ground training for landholders, 
tree giveaways and community information sessions for 
interested residents.

Glossies in the Mist is funded by the NSW Government’s 
Saving our Species program and Wingecarribee Shire 
Council’s Environment Levy and supported by Forestry 
Corp NSW, the Australian Plants Society and Friends of 
the Glossies. 

To learn more about the program visit
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/glossiesinthemist or 
logon to www.facebook.com/glossiesinthemist.

“Glossy Black-Cockatoos feed 
almost exclusively on the 

cones of Black-She-Oak 
trees,” Joe said.  “Because 
these trees are often 
found on private land, 
we need the help of 

local landowners to 
report sightings of the 

birds and help map any 
stands of trees where they’re feeding or nesting.”

Towards a Plastic Free Southern Highlands
Wingecarribee Shire Council is proud to once again 
support Plastic Free July and is encouraging local 
households, businesses and schools to take part in the 
Plastic Free July Challenge.  

The challenge is simple – try to avoid using single-use 
plastics during the whole month of July and in doing 
so, help protect our environment and waterways from 
plastics contamination.

The Plastic Free July website has some great tips to avoid 
using plastic packaging.  Examples include cooking 
from scratch using whole foods, purchasing in bulk, 
bringing your re-usable shopping bag from home and 
making use of your re-usable water bottles, coffee cups 
and takeaway cutlery.  

The site also offers alternatives to plastic products to help 
you along your plastic free journey!

To sign up for the challenge visit
www.plasticfreejuly.org/register.

During the month of July Council will be hosting a 
number of special plastic free events, so keep a look out 
on our website at www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/events
for upcoming details. 
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STATION STREET UPGRADE UPDATE
Earlier this year Councillors 
voted to accept design changes 
for Bowral’s proposed Station 
Street Upgrade Project in order 
to alleviate growing traffic 
congestion in and around the 
town centre.  These changes 
followed community engagement 
conducted late last year.

Following the go-ahead from 
Councillors, staff of Council have 
continued to finalise the design 
and associated documentation in 
preparation for seeking tenders for 
the purchase of advanced trees.  

At the same time arrangements have 
begun for the start of construction 
on adjacent Kirkham Road.

Learn more in the current edition of 
the Station Street Upgrade Community 
Update newsletter available from 
Council’s Moss Vale Civic Centre and 

libraries or online at
www.yoursaywingecarribee.com.au/SSU.

For more information email 
engagement@wsc.nsw.gov.au or call 
Council on 4868 0888.

Wingecarribee Heritage Awards
The Wingecarribee Heritage 
Awards, held every two years as 
part of the Australian Heritage 
Festival, provides Council the 
opportunity to acknowledge recent 
heritage and restoration projects 
undertaken across the Shire.

This year 10 projects were 
recognised across eight categories 
at a ceremony held on Monday 21 
May in the Henrietta Rose Room of 
Bowral Library.  

Council’s Strategic Land Use Planner 
- Heritage, Fiona Mann said the 
awards were an opportunity to 
celebrate our heritage and history 
and congratulate the community’s 
efforts to conserve and interpret our 
heritage for future generations. 

“The Wingecarribee Heritage 
Awards are a showcase for design 
solutions and heritage projects that 
incorporate innovative heritage 
architecture and emphasise our 
Shire’s rich history,” she said.

“They encourage and recognise those 
residents and businesses that have 
done something really special to protect 
and preserve our local heritage.”

Ms Mann said this year’s nominees 
had displayed a high degree 
of innovation, workmanship 
and understanding of heritage 
principles.

“This year we included additional 
categories to better capture the vast 
diversity of heritage projects that 
are carried out across our Shire,” Ms 
Mann added.

Categories on offer this year covered 
a range of budgets and project types 
including conservation works, building 
additions and heritage trades.

The Wingecarribee Heritage 
Awards are coordinated biennially 
through the Wingecarribee Heritage 
Advisory Committee. The next 
Awards will be held in 2020.

 y Best conservation of a heritage 
place - under $300,000

 Highly Commended
 ‘Oldbury Cottage’ Berrima

 y Best sympathetic addition to a 
heritage place - $300,000 and over

 19 Shepherd Street Bowral

 Highly Commended:
 ‘Bundaroo House’ Bowral

 y Best creative adaption to a 
heritage place  - over $300,000

 Old Bank Hotel Mittagong

 Highly Commended:
 ‘Karrara House’ Bowral

 y Excellence in urban design
 ‘The Acre’ Bowral

 y Best heritage precinct
 1 - 47 Shepherd Street Bowral

 y Best heritage trade
 David Fell
 Builder for the Old Bank Hotel 
 Mittagong

 y Significant achievement in 
heritage by an individual/
organisation

 Bowral Trachyte boulder display  
 recognising Wingecarribee   
 heritage quarrying industry

 Mt Gibraltar Heritage Reserve,  
 Bowral

 y Best contribution to an 
understanding of heritage in the 
Wingecarribee Shire

 ‘Glimpses of Wingello’ - book
 Wingello Village Association   
 History Group
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Water and sewer upgrades underway

WINTER WOOD SMOKE IN THE HIGHLANDS
With the chill of winter in the air, 
Wingecarribee Shire Council is 
reminding residents to check their 
wood heaters before they light up.

“Faulty and incorrectly used wood 
fire heaters are a major contributor 
to winter air pollution,” said Council’s 
Environment and Sustainability 
Manager, Barry Arthur.  

“Apart from the obvious health and 
community benefits of a proper 
burning fire, owners may also find 
their fireplaces run more effectively 
and economically if they follow a few 
simple steps.”

To ensure you stay toasty warm this 
winter, the following tips will help 
you breathe easy.

  Give your wood heater and flue 
an annual clean to help reduce 
smoke and the risk of chimney 
fires. A chimney sweep service 
can carry this out for you.

  Keep wood dry by storing it 
under cover in a shed, garage or 
even under a tarp.

  Only burn good dry seasoned 
hardwood sourced from a 
reputable supplier. 

  Don’t cram the firebox full - 
allow air to circulate around 
the timber.

  Don’t let your fire smoulder as 
this creates excessive smoke.

  Never burn painted or
 treated timber.

  Never burn rubbish as it could 
create toxic smoke.

  Keep your fire burning bright and 
check your chimney regularly. If 
you see excessive smoke coming 
from your chimney, open the flue 
to allow more air into the firebox.

For more information about wood 
heaters and reducing wood smoke visit 
www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/wood-smoke 
or the NSW EPA website at
www.epa.nsw.gov.au/woodsmoke.

One of Council’s key roles is 
to provide safe, reliable and 
continuous water and wastewater 
services to our residents.

As part of our Capital Works 
Program, we’re currently 
undertaking a $5.2 million water 
and sewer improvement program 
right across the Shire.

This 10 month replacement 
program involves the upgrade and 
replacement of water mains, water 
meters, sewer mains and manholes in 
Moss Vale, Bowral, Mittagong, Welby, 
Colo Vale, Willow Vale and Burradoo.

Council’s Project Engineer Pranayan 
Giri explained that locations were 
chosen based on the existing age, 
condition and performance of pipes.

“Pipeline breaks can happen for a 
variety of reasons and at any time of 
year,” he said. “But they’re most likely 
to happen during extreme weather 
conditions and as the pipe reaches 
the end of its useful life expectancy.”

Replacing a sewer pipe and junction 
in Bowral

“These works are essential in 
ensuring the reliability of our water 
and wastewater services for years 
to come.”

“Some pipes due for renewal have 
been in operation for close to a 
hundred years,” added Pranayan.

Over the next four years Council is 
proposing to invest a further $219 
million on infrastructure renewal 
and improvement projects including 
major upgrades to the Wingecarribee 
Water Treatment Plant and the 
Bowral and Moss Vale Sewage 
Treatment Plants.

To view Council’s 2018/19 
Operational Plan, Budget and Capital 
Works Program visit
www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/integrated-
planning-and-reporting. 
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A FESTIVAL TO REMEMBER

Reporting crime
Council reminds residents that all non-urgent 
calls for Police assistance including incidents of 
lost property, theft or graffiti can be reported 
via the NSW Police Force Community Portal 
online at www.police.nsw.gov.au/community_
portal/home  or phone 131 444.

To report information about crime in confidence 
call Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

To report any emergencies requiring Police, 
Ambulance or Fire personnel always call 000.

For more information visit www.police.nsw.gov.au.

Festival Ambassador and veteran performer Noeline 
Brown rolled up her sleeves to plant the first tulip bulb 
in Bowral’s Corbett Gardens in preparation for this 
year’s annual Tulip Time celebrations. 

While the festivities don’t officially start until mid-
September, the countdown towards this year’s floral fun 
got under way with the annual bulb dig in May.

Joining Noeline for the garden dig was Wingecarribee 
Shire Mayor Ken Halstead, Council’s General Manager 
Ann Prendergast and representatives from this year’s 
charity partners Dementia Australia and Wingecarribee 
Adult Day Care Centres (WADCC).

WADCC Chairperson Kate Constantinou explained that 
according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, dementia 
in its various forms is the second leading cause of death 
in Australia. 

“Tulip Time is the perfect opportunity to shine a spotlight 
on dementia and raise awareness about support services 
available to individuals, families and carers,” she said.

“We’re honoured to have been offered this platform to 
showcase the services that both Dementia Australia and 
WADCC provide.”

In support of our charity partners, this year’s festival 
theme is entitled ‘Creating memories’.

Following the official launch in Corbett Gardens, Council’s 
Parks and Gardens team began planting a further 
90,000 bulbs in the park.  An additional 20,000 bulbs 
will be spread across Leighton Gardens in Moss Vale and 
Mittagong’s Winifred West Park.

The 58th Tulip Time celebrations will run for 14 days from 
18 September to 1 October 2018. For a full list of activities 
visit www.southern-highlands.com.au/tulip-time.

Dementia Australia is a national organisation providing 
support services for people living with dementia, their 
families and carers.  For more information visit
www.dementia.org.au.

Wingecarribee Adult Day Care Centres have over 30 years 
of experience in supporting people living with dementia, 
frail-aged, disabled and socially isolated residents. 
Further information can be found at www.wadcc.org.au 
or phone 4862 1774.Ambassador Noeline Brown plants the first bulb

WADCC’s Katie Constantinou, Tulip Time Ambassador Noeline 
Brown and Steve Rosa

Did you know that Council’s Community Recycling 
Centre (CRC) accepts many of your difficult to dispose 
of household wastes free of charge?

Household quantities of up to 20 litres or 20 kilograms of 
unwanted paints, oils, mobile phones, gas bottles and fire 
extinguishers, fluorescent globes and tubes, televisions, 
computers and ink cartridges, household and car 
batteries, polystyrene and cardboard and even old smoke 
detectors can all be disposed of for free in the dedicated 
bays of the CRC.

The Wingecarribee CRC is located within Council’s 
Resource Recovery Centre, 177 Berrima Road Moss Vale 
and is open seven days a week from 7.30am to 4.30pm 
(closed public holidays).

Free recycling at the CRC

June Newsletter.indd   11 17/05/2018   4:56:49 PM



Copyright: SCRIBE 0428 674 594

Page 12

Clr Larry 
Whipper

Mobile: 0407 932 922
E: larry.whipper@wsc.nsw.gov.au

COUNCILLOR CONTACTS

Clr Grahame 
Andrews

Mobile: 0408 337 679
E: grahame.andrews@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Clr Duncan 
Gair

Mobile: 0409 039 731
E: duncan.gair@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Clr Ken Halstead 
(Mayor)

Mobile: 0498 119 788
E: ken.halstead@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Clr Gordon 
Markwart

Mobile: 0408 226 945
E: gordon.markwart@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Clr Graham 
McLaughlin

Mobile: 0408 244 915
E: graham.mclaughlin@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Clr Peter 
Nelson

Mobile: 0408 486 884
E: peter.nelson@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Clr Ian 
Scandrett

Mobile: 0418 296 161
E: ian.scandrett@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Clr Garry 
Turland

Mobile: 0408 371 759
E: garry.turland@wsc.nsw.gov.au

CONNECTING WITH COUNCIL
ONLINE 24 HOURS 7 DAYS : www.wsc.nsw.gov.au EMAIL: mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au

PHONE: 4868 0888 FAX: 4869 1203
POST: PO Box 141 Moss Vale, NSW  2577 

IN PERSON: (8:30am to 4:30pm Mon – Fri) Civic Centre, 68 Elizabeth Street Moss Vale 
EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS 4868 0888 (24 hour Contact Centre)

The Rock has 
landed!
Regular readers may recall the 
efforts undertaken by the Mount 
Gibraltar Landcare and Bushcare 
Group in assisting Council donate 
a Bowral Trachyte (Microsyenite) 
boulder to the National Rock 
Garden (NRG) in Canberra.

Bowral Trachyte is unique to 
the Mount Gibraltar area and is 
renowned for its great strength, 
durability and fine grain that 
enables the stone to be polished to 
a beautiful finish.

We’re pleased to report that the 
11-tonne specimen was successfully 
transported to the Garden late last 
year and unveiled by Professor 
Brad Pillans, NRG Director and 
Wingecarribee Shire Mayor Ken 
Halstead on the 25 March 2018.

Congratulations and thank you to 
everyone involved in ensuring our 
Southern Highlands stone stands on 
permanent display at the Geological 
Society of Australia’s National Rock 
Garden in Canberra.

To see this ancient rock for yourself 
visit the National Rock Garden located 
on the corner of Barrenjoey and Lady 
Denman Drives in Canberra.

June Newsletter.indd   12 17/05/2018   4:56:51 PM


