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Valetta Street Heritage 
Conservation Area 

Item details 

Name of item: Valetta Street Heritage Conservation Area 

Other name/s: Gloridan Hill 

Type of item: Complex / Group 

Group/Collection: Urban Area 

Category: Subdivision - designed 

Primary address: , Moss Vale, NSW 2577 

Local govt. area: Wingecarribee 

All addresses 

Street 
Address 

Suburb/town LGA Parish County Type 

  Moss Vale Wingecarribee     Primary Address 

Statement of significance: 

 The Moss Vale Conservation Areas (of which the Valetta Street 
(Gloridan Hill) Conservation Area is one) demonstrate the 
evolutionary layers of the township from its earliest subdivisions 
through to the post World War Two era, and as such present a 
distinctive identity for the township. The extant building stock also 
demonstrates the changing relationship of the town’s wider economy 
and how the building booms affected a small rural township. Extant 

ATTACHMENT 4 
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historic buildings have the ability to teach about the layers of history 
as well as how craftsmanship of each era. The Study Areas have 
social value as the building stock is now being restored and as a 
sought after commodity. 

 Date significance updated: 29 Sep 11 

 Note: There are incomplete details for a number of items listed in 
NSW. The Heritage Division intends to develop or upgrade 
statements of significance and other information for these items as 
resources become available. 

 

Description 

Physical 
description: 

BOUNDARIES  
The boundaries of the Precinct are on either side of Valetta Street, 
commencing on and including the north east and south east corners 
with Elizabeth Street, east to and including either side of ‘Y’ junction 
with Woodville Street, two properties on north side of Woodville 
Street before the water tower, and the south slopes comprising large 
and medium sized allotments. 
 
CHARACTER STATEMENT  
‘Gloridan Hill’, with its expansive views to the west towards the 
historic site of Bong Bong, and south over Moss Vale township, 
attracted well-to-do persons for home sites. Valetta Street became 
known as a premier residential are, and this continues today.  
 
Gloridan Hill precinct provides historic and aesthetic evidence of the 
rise of the managerial classes during boom times, interspersed with a 
few modest and representative Victorian and Post World War Two 
cottages. Located on the ridge overlooking the township below, 
wealthier individuals sought to purchase land here and hence gain 
the views and isolation of elevated land. These people had the 
transport facilities to live in Glorian Hill, including those that used the 
railway to access their country retreat or were aided by increased 
affordability of the motor car. 
The settlement pattern also demonstrates the ‘garden suburb’ ideals 
with houses of quality materials set within garden settings. The 
spatial relationships between the houses and within the gardens are 
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key inter-related aspects of the streetscape. The building stock within 
the precinct displays a variety of building materials and includes 
representative examples of all boom eras of the town’s development, 
with particularly fine examples form Edwardian and Inter-war eras. 
 
Landscaping plays a major role and its dramatic and varying scales 
are pivotal to the precinct. The massive, high and mature remnant 
wind break trees provide a majesty of scale counterpoised to the 
cottages within their garden setting. These are also historical 
evidence of the earlier pastoral layer and now a focal point within the 
greater visual catchment of Moss Vale township. Other contributory 
landscape elements are the mid height evergreen and deciduous 
hedges, and mature specimen trees. Front fences are simple and 
low, and thus allow views into the gardens beyond and for these to 
become merged with the public domain. 

Further 
information: 

MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS 
The management threats for the precinct are: - corner lot and intra-lot 
subdivisions;  
- loss of garden setting, and erection of higher fences preventing 
views into gardens and to individual houses;  
- loss of former wind break trees and rows of rows now straddling 
separate lots and loss of the merging of private gardens with the 
public domain;  
- loss of good representative examples from Post WW2 era and 
unsympathetic modifications and use of short-lived fashions in 
finishes and fences, such as render and painting of Inter-war face 
brickwork.  
 
The following structures along Valetta Street, amongst others, are an 
indication of structures that add to the character of Moss Vale: 
- 1950 geometric house on the west side of Elizabeth Street, south 
the hill crest and junction with Valetta Street [outside study area]: 
and  
- Good representative examples of Edwardian cottages and Inter-war 
bungalows Elizabeth Street, north of Valetta Street intersection 
[outside study area]. 
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Assessment of significance 

SHR Criteria 
a) 
[Historical 
significance] 

The Study Areas demonstrate the historical layers of the evolution of 
the township of Moss Vale and its relationship to the economic ups 
and downs of the Town. 

SHR Criteria 
c) 
[Aesthetic 
significance] 

Through the extant building stock and architectural characteristics of 
each historic era. Stylistically buildings tended to group according to 
the historical era and demonstrate the building spikes that occurred 
following each World War. Part of the aesthetic is the spatial 
relationship between predominantly single storey residential buildings 
with ‘garden suburb’ like settings. Some houses are good 
representative examples of certain architectural styles. 
 
The housing stock is important as a collective of similar forms. 
Aesthetic values are also derived from the short and long distance 
views and vistas and of trees that provide a backdrop or buffer within 
the Study Area. The Study Areas have a quality that provides Moss 
Vale with a distinctive sense of place. 

SHR Criteria 
d) 
[Social 
significance] 

The Study Areas display increasing evidence of individual houses 
being ‘restored’ and for this to be within the character of the building’s 
era, and as such demonstrate the growing awareness and increased 
emotional and financial value of historic building stock. 

SHR Criteria 
e) 
[Research 
potential] 

The Study Areas have the ability to tell the story of the evolution of 
the township of Moss Vale, both via the location of the Precincts as 
these move out from the original nucleus of the 1863 subdivision to 
towards Goridan Hill. Individually buildings reveal stylistic design and 
construction methods of their eras, whilst specific use-purpose 
buildings are easily understood by residents and visitors. 

Assessment 
criteria: 

Items are assessed against the  State Heritage Register (SHR) 
Criteria to determine the level of significance. Refer to the Listings 
below for the level of statutory protection. 

 

 

 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/listings/criteria.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/listings/criteria.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/listings/criteria.pdf


ATTACHMENTS TO REPORTS Wednesday 23 May 2018 

10.1 DA 17/1144 Three Lot Subdivision at 43 Valetta Street, Moss Vale 
ATTACHMENT 4 State Heritage Register Listing for Valetta Street 

Conservation Area 

 
 

 

 Attachments to Item 10.1 - Page | 40 
 

 

Listings 

Heritage Listing Listing Title Listing 
Number 

Gazette 
Date 

Gazette 
Number 

Gazette 
Page 

Local 
Environmental 
Plan 

WLEP 2010 C1840 16 Jun 
10 

    

Heritage study Moss Vale 
Conservation 
Areas Study 

        

 

Study details 

Title Year Number Author Inspected 
by 

Guidelines 
used 

Moss Vale Conservation 
Areas Heritage Study 

2005   Peter Freeman 
Pty Ltd and 
Jackson-
Stepowski 

  No 

 

References, internet links & images 
None 
 

Note: internet links may be to web pages, documents or images. 
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Data source 

The information for this entry comes from the following source: 

Name: Local Government 

Database 
number: 

2681840 
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