
PARK/RESERVE NAME 
 
Unnamed Reserve 
 
ADDRESS 
 
Lot 10, DP 701530 Oxleys Hill Road 
 

AREA OF EXISTING PARK/RESERVE AND REMAINING AREA  

Existing site area:     6.212ha 
Area to be reclassified to operational land:  6.212ha 
Area remaining as Community land:   Nil 
 
LOCATION MAP 
 

 
Key:      

Existing Community Land                  .   

Proposed area to be reclassified     … 

Remaining Community Land       RE1. 



 
HOW ACQUIRED BY COUNCIL 
 
Lot 10 was acquired by Council by Transfer (dealing V184171) registered 29 June 
1984. 
 
PROPOSAL BY COUNCIL 
 
The block is currently zoned Recreation. The proposal is to rezone the block to Rural 
Small Holdings and reclassify from community to operational. Lot 10 would be 
combined with the adjoining Lot 1 to the east already zoned for rural small holdings 
purposes to create two separate rural small holding allotments of approximately 
between 4 and 5 ha each. 
 
COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS  
 
Written Submissions  
 
Total  Number of Submissions received  8 including a petition with 29 signatures 
support  for Reclassification and Rezoning  - 
Against  Reclassification and Rezoning  8 including the petition with 29 signatures 
 
Summary of Comments 
 
·  Significant visual backdrop to Bowral and “Wingecarribee” House 
·  Part of the rural landscape heritage 
·  The subject land includes two EEC’s covering 90% of the site listed under the 

Threatened Species Act 
·  The area is subject to slip and instability 
·  Given the constraints of slip and instability and EECs it would be difficult to find a 

suitable dwelling site 
·  Site has immense significance to the culture, visual landscape, heritage and 

environment of the shire 
·  Land provides part of the rural buffer surrounding Bowral 
·  Council is acting in an irresponsible and reprehensible manner in canvassing the 

possibility that this Reserve might be sold despite the constraints of the EEC 
·  This area should be provided for its tourism potential 
·  Council should be part of the solution to preventing global warming not part of the 

problem 
·  Unique view owned by all ratepayers who live in Bowral 
·  Site provides a corridor and habitat for animals and birds 
 
Public Hearing  
 
Total number of attendees indicating a preference for the proposal = 9 
Total number of attendees indicating a preference against the proposal = 63 
 
Summary of Comments 
 
·  Understood this land was acquired by the former Bowral Council to provide a 

green backdrop to Bowral. This reserve should be protected in its natural state. 
·  The Southeast end of the parcel provides a significant tree backdrop to Bowral.  

Previous LEP reinforced this protection. 



·  This land is an important habitat supporting an endangered ecological community 
(EEC). 

·  The area is a habitat and wildlife corridor and breeding ground for many species. 
·  Many could become extinct if it is taken away. 
·  Council has a tree preservation order that is aimed at protecting trees and areas 

that cater for endangered ecological communities in the Shire. Trees cover around 
90% of the southern lot. 

·  The site has heritage significance and has association with the explorer John 
Oxley and his family. These heritage links should be further investigated. 

·  Council should understand the implications before rezoning a slip area. 
·  Council should conduct a Threatened Species Study (both flora and fauna). This 

site should be zoned 7(b) conservation. 
·  The adjoining landowner addressed the hearing and expressed specific 

knowledge of the varied types of wildlife that habitats this area, selling the site will 
endanger these communities. 

·  Previous Council’s opposed a proposal to establish a quarry on this site due to its 
significance as a ‘wonderful green backdrop’ – why has Council changed its 
attitude. This site is of exceptional scenic beauty. Views are breathtaking and 
capture the entire Shire. 

·  This site has significant vegetative importance. 
·  Is an elevated site that allows extensive views over area, conversely any 

development would be highly visible, should remain as backdrop to Bowral. 
·  The Velodrome was established at great cost and is not significantly used, 

residents don’t need another expensive facility to maintain. 
·  Increase in cars on the road in the immediate area will increase danger to 

animals, resulting in a likely increase in road kill. 
·  Should be kept as a wildlife corridor, used by many migratory birds and animals. 
·  The extraordinary vision of the previous Bowral Council in acquiring this site for 

the residents of the Shire should not be lost. 
·  Not correct to say it is expensive to maintain as Council previously refused an 

offer from a Landcare/Bushcare group to look after it for free. 
·  Should be kept as a wildlife refuge to safeguard the many endangered flora and 

fauna. 
·  Development along the road and ridge line may adversely affect the identity of 

Moss Vale and Berrima as they would merge into a continuous corridor of 
development between the two towns. 

·  The former Mayors of Bowral and Wingecarribee would oppose the selling of this 
area. These Councils strove to obtain it for the residents. Former Councils had a 
vision that the hills should be devoid of development and housing. 

·  Would be a tragedy if developed for houses. 
·  If this area is developed it will spread to other hilltop areas, losing green fringe to 

the towns. 
·  The Leisure Centre that was originally proposed is not similar to that now 

proposed in Eridge Park. It has grown without consultation with the residents. 
·  The site is heavily vegetated and has good views making it a profitable area for 

Council. Should be retained as public open space. 
·  Oppose any reduction of any public reserves, especially Oxley Hill Road. This 

land has an endangered ecological community on it. If land is cleared, the Council’ 
is liable for any environmental damage. If sold to a developer Council might not 
allow development because of the likely impact the development would have on 
any endangered ecological community. 

·  If Council sells and rezones this area what is there to stop them from doing the 
same to other areas. Lead to a continuous settlement from Bowral to Berrima and 



lead to a loss of identity for towns. Should be retained to preserve the historic 
identity of the area. 

 
PHYSICAL CONSTRAINTS OF SITE 
 
There is extensive vegetation occurring over Lot 1 which belongs to the Robertson 
Basalt Tall Open Forest and the Southern Highlands Shale Woodlands communities 
both of which are listed as Endangered Ecological Communities.  
 
SUMMARY 
 
Provided below is a scheme of how the combined Lots 10 and 1 can be consolidated 
and re-subdivided into two allotments which provide adequate area for a dwelling 
house to be sited and have minimal impact on the remnant vegetation that exists on 
the site. 
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Interested persons are invited to visit the site pe rsonally 
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