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Executive Summary 
 
This Study has been undertaken in association with the preparation of the draft 
Development Control Plan for Burrawang and the draft Wingecarribee Local 
Environmental Plan 2006.   
 
The aim of the Study is to inform the planning process and to underpin the creation of 
a heritage conservation area.  A number of field surveys have been undertaken 
throughout 2006 and information from the Burrawang & Wildes Meadow Progress 
Association, Berrima District Historical & Family History Society has been provided 
about the village and some individual buildings. 
 
The Study has been prepared in accordance with the NSW Heritage Manual. 
 
The following recommendations are made as a result of the Study: 
 

1. That Burrawang village should be added to Wingecarribee Local 
Environmental Plan 1989 as a Heritage Conservation Area.   

 
2. That the following items should be listed under Schedule 2 of 

Wingecarribee Local Environmental Plan 1989 as items of environmental 
heritage: 
 
o Burrawang School of Arts (35 Hoddle Street) 
o House, 29 Hoddle Street 
o Scarlett�s General Store (25 � 27 Hoddle Street) 
o Cottage 23 Hoddle Street 
o Former ES & A Bank (13 � 17 Hoddle Street) 
o House, 18 � 20 Hoddle Street 
o House, 12 Hoddle Street 
o Hambledon, 8 � 10 Hoddle Street 
o Old Post Office, 6 Hoddle Street 
o Cottage, 64 � 66 Hoddle Street 
o Hawthorn Cottage, 6 � 8 Crown Street 
o Range Villa 14 � 16 Crown Street 
o Vance Hall, Dale Street 
o The Old Parsonage, 20 Church Street 
o St. Peter�s Catholic Church, Church Street 
o The Keep, Church Street 
o Former Church, 36 Church Street 
o St. David�s Anglican Church, Church Street 
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Burrawang Heritage Study 
 
This Study has been prepared by the Strategic Planning Branch of Wingecarribee Shire 
Council as a part of the preparation of the Draft Burrawang Development Control Plan. 
 
This Study has been prepared in accordance with the NSW Heritage Manual. 
 
Historical Context Report 
 
Burrawang, a village named after a palm of the same name, and developed on a rich basalt 
hill approximately 700m above sea level, 17 kilometres due east of Moss Vale.   
 
Burrawang was first explored by Charles Throsby and his �servant� Joseph Wilde in 1818 
when they were directed to explore south from the  newly established Bong Bong area, 
along the side of the Wingecaribee Swamp, and continuing south, to mark a track towards 
the costal port of  Jervis Bay.  Cutting through dense trees and vines over the hill where 
Burrawang now stands, and through the swampy valley which was drained in 1880 to 
become the farmland of Wildes Meadow, they camped beside Yarrunga Creek just above 
Fitzroy Falls. Taking directions from an aboriginal family they met there, they followed ridges 
east to Pheasant Ground and then down Jamberoo Mountain towards the Albion Park area. 
 
In 1830 Surveyor Robert Hoddle of Berrima was instructed to take a party of 20 men issued 
with axes and tomahawks, and open up the dense and almost impenetrable �Brush� from 
Bong Bong towards the sea coast.  It took nearly three months for Hoddle to complete the 
journey. He wrote in his journal �the brush abounds with every species of prickly bush, vine, 
bramble and nettle, the vines so thick around huge trees as to render the sun obscure, even 
when it shone with great brilliance.�  He followed Throsby�s route, and then, turning south at 
the bottom of Jamberoo Mountain, surveyed a more gradual incline towards the coast, 
arriving between Kiama and Gerringong (Robertson A. & H. Society).  
 
In 1861 the Robertson Land Act was passed making it possible for people to select land for 
farming, provided they were prepared to work on it and clear it for themselves (James 
Jervis).  The steep and partly overgrown tracks of Throsby, Wilde and Hoddle, became the 
routes used by many early settlers to Burrawang, who came on foot and by horseback from 
the coast. They carried babies, and assisted their young children, with their household 
possessions and the primitive tools needed to clear farmland, build homes and start a new 
life in the Burrawang area (The Mail, 16.01.1931).  Prior to 1861 only two families with 
unrecorded names, lived where the Burrawang Township was to develop.  The first recorded 
settler was John Hanrahan, a former Alderman from Kiama who arrived in 1862. He was 
followed by John and Elizabeth McGrath.  The post office at Burrawang, previously called Mt 
Pleasant, opened in 1865 (James Jervis).  By that time there were about 1,200 residents in 
the Yarrawa Brush area and some 30,000 acres had been selected.  Some of the first 
settlers in Burrawang were the Moses, Johnson, Bresnahan, Brooker, Hayter, Wilson, 
Gardiner, Gilroy, Synott, Creighton, Staggs and Humpheries families. 
 
Burrawang expanded rapidly and by 1867 there was an Anglican Church School, with some 
70 pupils, and the Rev. James Hassall conducting services.  A Post Office, and the first 
licensed hotel, the Sassafras, on the corner of Crown and Range Streets run by George 
Creighton.  
 
Burrawang had the first printing works in the whole district, owned by Mr. J.P. Wallace. Prior 
to this there had been two other local papers (probably hand written) The Wombat and The 
Burrawang Times.  
 
By the mid 1870�s the town had added St. Peters Catholic Church, which both Catholic and 
non Catholic townsfolk had helped to build, two more hotels, The Prince Alfred and Clifford�s 
were operating, and the Anglican Parsonage was being built.  An indication of the 
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development of the Burrawang community can be seen in the Anglican Parish Baptismal 
Register for the period which records the number of christenings in the Bong Bong area as � 
Burrawang 43: Kangaloon 20: Bowral 9: Mittagong 5: Robertson 1. 
 
In the following ten years the local farmers operated some highly successful agricultural and 
dairy properties, which in turn supported a number of small industries. The flour mill, The 
Emu Butter Factory on the corner of Wildes Meadow Road and Cleary�s Lane (which many 
years later became the Rabbit Boning Works), a flour mill, a bacon curing works and a 
cheese factory. 
 
The rain forest trees which had proved valuable in building homes and furniture now 
provided Barrett, Hayter and Co. with the raw material to set up a sawmill in Wildes Meadow, 
on the corner of Cleary�s Lane and Bresnahans Lane.  It employed 20 men and produced 
3000 to 4000ft. of sawn timber a day.  Messmate, Bloodwood, and Turpentine were good 
hardwood for fence posts, houses and sheds, and the softer Red Cedar, Sassafras, Leather 
Jacket, and Sally Wattle with its fine grain produced excellent furniture (Robertson A. & H. 
Society).  A log track was cleared to drag the felled trees down the south side of the 
Burrawang hill into Wildes Meadow. This track was also used socially by Wildes Meadow 
residents who would ride their horses up over the hill to a makeshift yard on the edge of the 
swamp. Changing into gumboots and carrying shoes they would cross the Swamp, walk up 
the hill on the other side, and attend dances in the Kangaloon Hall. 
 
In 1879 John Hanrahan was elected the first President of the newly formed Burrawang and 
and West Camden Farmers Club and Agricultural Society. The first Show was held on 
Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd April 1880, a flat area in Dale Street being used for the 
arena, and the nearby school and some tents for pavilion exhibits. Although it rained on the 
first day, an attendance of 3,600 was recorded over the two days, and the Kiama 
Independent reported �it was a decided success�. Th e second Burrawang show was held in 
Moss Vale on a block of land near the railway station, the Committee considering this would 
be drier. The third show was at Burrawang, the fourth at Moss Vale, and the fifth at 
Burrawang on a four acre block in Hoddle Street, between the Post Office on the corner of 
Region Street and the new brick Oddfellows Hall. This was a three day show at which prize 
money was offered for the first time. Moss Vale formed its own �Berrima� Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society in 1883, and at Burrawang a dispute arose over the site for a 
showground. Feelings ran high between Wildes Meadow, Robertson and Burrawang 
members, some of whom came to blows outside the hall. Mr Jack Mc Grath had declined a 
Government offer of �400 for 10 acres he owned, and at an AGM on the 4th June 1885, 
which lasted 6 hours, and was attended by 95 newly signed members, mostly from 
Robertson and Kangaloon; a vote was taken to move the show to Robertson.  
The ill feeling aroused made it impossible to hold a show in 1885, but by April 1886 the 
Burrawang and West Camden Agricultural Society held its first Robertson Show, and with a 
name change has continued to do so in relative peace and harmony ever since. Its purpose 
was, and remains, to promote better knowledge and development of agricultural, horticultural 
and industrial pursuits among its members, as suited to the requirements of the district. 
 
All this prompted other activity and the English Scottish and Australian Bank opened 
substantial premises in Hoddle Street. The bank building has become a private residence, 
as has the original old schoolhouse built in 1876 of local Cumberland Sandstone. It had 
served local children for almost a century before a new school was opened in 1971. 
 
The old Burrawang General Store established in the 1860�s and is at present closed for 
extensive renovations, is a reminder of the days when every small town had a store that sold 
everything.  
 
Sport has always been a large part in the town�s recreational activity. The Burrawang Tennis 
club played its first match in 1890 (James Jervis). There was a sports field in Wildes 
Meadow opposite the row of remaining houses to the left of the Wildes Meadow Creek, 
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where an annual sporting event was held which invariably finished up with a �donnybrook� 
between the Protestant and Catholic supporters over some of the judges decisions.  A rifle 
club was formed around the turn of the century, and many of its young members took 
knowledge they gained from this with them when they enlisted for service in World War 
1.Their names along with other local Servicemen from World War 2 and beyond are 
recorded with gratitude on the Memorials outside the School of Arts in Hoddle Street. 
 
The first building which comprises the School of Arts was completed in 1883 by the 
Manchester Unity Order of Odd fellows, and opened as the Star of Burrawang Lodge. 
Around 1890 the land and buildings were given to the people of Burrawang for use as a 
School of Arts, and a reading room and library were added on the eastern side of the hall. 
During 1915 a large dance hall was built on the west completing the School of Arts as we 
know it to-day (James Jervis). 
 
Announcements in 1968 regarding the construction of dams in the Burrawang and Wildes 
Meadow area as part of the Shoalhaven Water Scheme caused a sharp drop in land values. 
Farmers were assured they could continue normal farming practise in catchment areas, and 
would be paid fair market value for land resumed. However complex factors meant some 
resumption did cause hardship by rendering the farming area retained commercially 
unviable.  The construction process did provide a considerable boost to employment in the 
district, and with the influx of labour and demand for housing and services local businesses 
flourished.  
 
The Butchers shop begun in the 1860�s by Granny and George Creighton was carried on by 
the Barrett, Gilbert, Rowland and Wilson families (Berrima District Historical & Family History 
Society). After a brief break in 1971, Joe Mauger and his family re-opened the shop and 
developed both its counter and delivery service. To-day John and Vicki Mauger, and their 
son Matthew run this business, and spend long hours providing a Function Catering service 
to the district as well.  
 
The Burrawang Pub built in the 1920�s by Arthur Ford, grandfather of long time resident 
Alan, had record sales during the dam building years. For the last fifteen years it has been 
run as a family business by Ed and Julie Woolfrey and their family, providing us with venue 
for real community focus.  
 
The Wingecaribee Dam was completed in 1974 covering about 70% of the Wingecaribee 
Swamp with 35,000 mega litres of water, stored there for the Southern Highlands, 
channelled towards Warragamba for Sydney and to the Avon, Cordeaux and Nepean Dams 
for the South Coast (Sydney Water Board).  
 
 
 
Historical Background arranged by Katherine Wood.  10th Jan. 2006   
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Field Survey 
 
A number of field surveys of Burrawang were undertaken between May and August, 
2006. 
 
Hoddle Street 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Hoddle Street is the main street of Burrawang and contains a mix of commercial and 
residential buildings.  Some of the commercial buildings are now used as residences.  
At the time of the survey the only commercial buildings in operation were the 
Burrawang Hotel and Mauger�s Butcher Shop.  Hoddle Street also contains the (new) 
Burrawang Public School and the School of Arts. 
 
Hoddle Street runs in an east � west direction acro ss the hill on which Burrawang 
sits.  Views to the north are spectacular and include the Wingecarribee Reservoir and 
Peat Swamp.  These views are best from vantage points such as the garden of the 
Burrawang Hotel and the open space to the east of 18-20 Hoddle Street. 
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The main street trees are Photinia Robusta which are only trimmed from above (in 
order to keep the power lines clear) other wise the landscape is dominated by private 
gardens with mature plantings and hedges both clipped and of a large scale such as 
those along the north eastern section of the street. 
 
Hoddle Street contains a mixture of structures and forms the core of the heritage 
precinct between the intersection with Church Street and the School of Arts building 
to the east of the intersection with Crown Street. 
 
The following buildings are currently listed as items of environmental heritage under 
Wingecarribee Local Environmental Plan 1989: the Burrawang Hotel; Mauger�s 
Butcher Shop; and the former Kirkby�s General Store and Residence. 
 
The following buildings are considered worthy of listing: 
 

• Burrawang School of Arts (35 Hoddle Street) 
• House, 29 Hoddle Street 
• Scarlett�s General Store (25 � 27 Hoddle Street) 
• Former ES & A Bank (13 � 17 Hoddle Street) 
• House, 18 � 20 Hoddle Street 
• House, 12 Hoddle Street 
• Hambledon, 8 � 10 Hoddle Street 
• Cottage, 64 � 66 Hoddle Street 

 
 

 
Hoddle Street (east) 
 
Church Street 
 
Church Street is said to follow the path of the old cedar road which was, in the 1860s, 
the only road to Burrawang other than a bridle track, and was used by timber men to 
haul the lucrative harvest of cedar logs from the head of the Kangaroo Valley. 
 
Church Street provides entry to Burrawang village from both the north and the south.  
The northern entrance is flanked by some mature gardens and large hedge 
plantings.  The road passes Burrawang Park and rises steeply to the ridgeline and 
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then fall steeply to the south of the village.  The southern entrance is a steep rise 
through a sharply curving road with large stands of remnant native species such as 
Eucalyptus fastigata. 

 
 
The only building currently listed as an item of environmental heritage under 
Wingecarribee Local Environmental Plan 1989 on Church Street is the former Public 
School. 
 
The following buildings are considered worthy of listing: 
 

• The Old Parsonage, 20 Church Street 
• St. Peter�s Catholic Church 
• Former Presbyterian Church, 36 Church Street 
• St. David�s Anglican Church 

 
Crown Street 
 
Crown Street forms a spine from Hoddle Street through to Range Road running 
vertically up to the top of the ridge.  Crown Street is characterized by weatherboard 
houses set in mature gardens.  This street is on of the few residential streets within 
the village which contain a higher proportion of pre1900 dwelling stock which 
combined with a mature garden setting has a high aesthetic value.  It is 
recommended that Crown Street be included within the proposed heritage 
conservation area.  There is no kerb and guttering nor are there any footpaths.   
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The following buildings are considered worthy of listing: 
 

• Hawthorn Cottage, 6 � 8 Crown Street 
• Range Villa 14 � 16 Crown Street 

 
Dale Street 
 
The Sale Yards were on the corner of Dale and Church Streets as was Ginger�s Hall 
where the first dance was held in 1882.  Both the hall and sale yards have since 
been demolished.  Dale Street was also the site of the agricultural shows which were 
later moved to Robertson (Berrima District Historical & Family History Society). 
 
Dale Street runs parallel to Hoddle Street with some properties between Church and 
Crown Streets extending between the two.  Dale Street contains a mixture of 
dwellings from 1920s through to 1990s.  There is no kerb and guttering or footpaths. 
 
There are no properties along Dale Street which are currently heritage listed under 
the LEP. 
 
The following buildings are considered worthy of listing: 
 

• Vance Hall 
 
 
Region Street 
Region Street is a short street running between Hoddle and Range Streets.  
Residential development is limited to the western side of the street with open grazing 
land on the eastern side.  At the intersection of Range and Region is a stand of 
Eucalyptus fastigata (Brown Barrels) which act as a frame to the village boundary.  
There are no items of environmental heritage listed for Region Street, and at this 
point in time there are no recommendations for heritage listing. 
 
 
Range Street 
 
This Street does not contain any items of heritage and is dominated by houses built 
between 1980s � 1990s.  The houses are predominantl y single storey and set well 
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back from the street frontage.  Development is located along the northern side of 
Range Street with the southern side contained within a dairy farm. 
 
Range Street is the southern boundary to the village and its highest point running 
along a ridgeline which has views south over the rural area to the south and the 
Fitzroy Reservoir.   
 
George Street 
 
Slopes downwards to the north from Hoddle Street, largely unmade with grass 
reserves.  Small cottage on the intersection with Hoddle is worthy of listing.  There 
are no listed items. 
 
Harman Street 
 
The majority of Harman Street has been subdivided and built upon within the last 
decade.  Dwelling stock consists of a variety of single storey brick rendered buildings 
of a �mock� colonial era design.  The overall quali ty of the homes is high with steep 
roof pitches and good finishes.  The sizes of some houses in comparison to allotment 
sizes is probably out of proportion in keeping with current trends, however, the use of 
open style fencing and the growth of landscaping over time should assist in 
minimising the impact of bulkier buildings.  There are no recommendations for 
heritage listing on Harman Street. 
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McGraths Road 
 
McGraths Road provides a striking entry to Burrawang from Robertson and the east.  
McGraths Road is lined with an avenue of large mature Eucalyptus fastigata which 
provide a very high canopy over the road and frame the road.  It is the roadside 
vegetation along this road which is significant.  There are no exiting items of heritage 
,however, the property known as Heronsly?? May have potential. 
 

·  Heronsly?? 
 

 
 
Barrett Street 
 
Barrett Street is an unmade lane that leads through remnant rainforest to the rural 
hinterland.  There are no existing or potential items of heritage along this street. 
 

 
Barrett Street view to the south 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Barrett Street looking east. 

Burrawang Station Road 
Burrawang Station Road links Burrwang with the Illawarra Highway but is a 
secondary access to the village.  It is rural in character with the exception of a few 


